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DENVER (Friday, August 6, 2021) – A recently announced $2,000 bump for all open-company overnight 
races is designed to reward loyal horsemen supporting the Bally’s Arapahoe Park 2021 meet set to open 
Wednesday. The Aurora, Colo., racetrack pushed back the season from its usual midsummer dates to 
allow the simulcast-driven purse fund to recover from pandemic-related OTB closures. The added time 
has resulted in a purse account that is as flush as it has been in many years.  
 
In addition to the purse increase, Arapahoe is offering a new bonus structure for Colorado-breds 
competing against open company, with up to $2,000 in additional purse funds for a top-three finish. 
 
First post will be 12 p.m. (Noon) MT, Wednesdays to Fridays, through Oct 15. The mixed meet will offer 
Arabian, American Quarter Horse, and Thoroughbred racing. Select Thoroughbred races will be 
broadcast live on TVG2. All races are available on every prominent wagering platform.  
 
Wednesday’s Opening Day program kicks off with an Arabian maiden special weight, followed by six 
Thoroughbred races. The featured seventh race is a $15,500 allowance for non-winners of four races or 
non-winners in 2021 going 5 1/2 furlongs. The competitive field includes Docs Holiday, winner of last 
year’s Colorado Thoroughbred Breeders Association (CTBA) Derby; Collusionist, a two-time stakes 
winner at Arapahoe in 2020; Doby, who ran one of the fastest races of the meet last year as a 3-year-old 
but was disqualified for interference; Maius, champion of the 2019 Gold Rush Futurity, the meet’s most 
prestigious race; and King Parker, on the board in seven of 12 starts this year. 
 
Opening week also includes Quarter Horse trials for the $75,000 Mile High Futurity (Thursday) and the 
$75,000 Mile High Derby (Friday). The stakes schedule features 15 Thoroughbred stakes, including six for 
Colorado-breds, as well as seven for Quarter Horses and three for Arabians.  
 
Last year’s leading trainer, Stetson Mitchell, is back to defend his title with 60 horses stabled here. 
Adrian Ramos is favored to lead the jockey standings after sharing last year’s title with the legendary 
Scott Stevens, who retired in March.  
 
Admission will be free for live racing. Much of the grandstand will be closed due to precautionary 
measures for COVID-19 but the ground-level concessions and bar will be open.  

 
About the CHA 
The Colorado Horsemen’s Association advertises, fosters, and promotes the horse racing industry in the State of 
Colorado. The organization collects and distributes information concerning horses bred and raised for racing, and 
thus encouraging a better business climate for the state’s horse racing industry. The CHA encourages cooperation 
between horse breeders, owners, and trainers of race horses in the State of Colorado. The CHA regularly engages 
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with legislative bodies, state agencies, racing associations, and racing commissions in the establishment of statutes, 
directives, proper rules, and conditions that affect the horse racing industry. The CHA represents the interests and 
property rights of individuals participating in Colorado horse racing activities in a fair and reasonable manner in 
dealing with racing associations including, but not limited to, purse monies, off-track betting, simulcasting, 
performance rights, interest on deposits in horsemen's bookkeeper accounts, and negotiation of contracts with racing 
associations. Visit the CHA online at CHAnews.org.  
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